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TIes Olel „A 


There are many introductions to sociology, from two-page revision 
sheets to huge American tomes that attempt to cover everything, and 
the English versions are moving that way. Sociology is such a vast 
subject that it is almost Impossible for any small introduction to cover 
everything, or even to sketch in the main problems. Most academic 
introductions try to cover the basics, with varying degrees of success. 
There is not a lot of difference between many of these academic 
introductions, although some of the newer ones are more user-friendly. 
There is no substitute for reading the original texts, but they can be 
intfmidating and the reader needs a way in. 


Recommended introductory reading: 

Abbot, P. 8 Wallace, C., An Introduction to Sociology: Feminist 
Perspectives. Routledge, London 1990 

Berger, P., Invitatlon to Sociology. Penguin, London 1966 

Calvert, P. 8 Calvert,-S., Sociology Today. Harvester Wheatsheaf, 
Hemel Hempstead 1992 

Craib, I., Modern Social Theory. Heinemann, London 1968 

Giddens, A., Soclology. Macmillan, Basingstoke“1982 

Marsh, I. et al, Sociology in Focus. Causeway Press, Ormskirk 1996 
Marshall, G., In Pralse of Sociology. Unwin Hyman, London 1990 
Mills, C.W., The Sociological Imagination. Oxford University Press, 
New York 1959 

Moore, S., Soclology Allve. Stanley Thornes, Cheltenham 1987 
Nisbet, R., The Sociological Traditlon. Heinemann, London 1967 
O'Donneli, M., A New introduction to saelology, Thomas Nelson, 
London 1992 

Scott, J., Soclological Theory. Edward Elgar, Cheltenham 1995 
Slattery, M., Key Ideas In Sociology. Sage Publications, London 1993 
Swingewood, A., A Short History of Sociological Thought. Macmillan, 
London 1984 


More advanced reading: 

Bell, C. 4 Roberts, H., Social Researching. Routledge, London 1984 
Bourdieu, P., Soclology in Question. Sage Publications, London 1993 
Crowley, H. £: Himmelweit, S., KNnowing Women. Polity Prass, 
Cambridge 1992 

Durkheim, E., The/Rules of Sociological Method. The Free Press, 
New York 1938 
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